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A CELEBRATION OF 20th CENTURY 
AMERICAN OPERA 
Members of Opera Workshop 
Earl McCarroll, stage director 
Patrick Hansen, musical director 
Jennifer Haywood, graduate assistant conductor 
Elizabeth Johnson and Inna Vishnevskaya, musical preparation 
The Old Maid and the Thief music and libretto by Gian-Carlo Menotti 
(b. 1911) 
Act I, Scene I 
Miss Todd, a spinster 
Miss Pinkerton, a visiting spinster 
Bob, a wanderer 





This was the first opera conceived as a Radio-Opera and had its world 
premiere broadcast by NBC radio m April 22, 1939. Billed as a 
"Grotesque Opera in 14 Scenes" the opera has a straight forward 
beginning: Miss Todd receives a visitor she is expecting and later, an 
unexpected visitor! 
Vanessa music by Samuel Barber (1910-1981) 
libretto by Gian-Carlo Menotti 
Act III, Scene II 
Anatol, son of Anatol Sr. 
The Old Doctor 
Vanessa, an aristocrat 
Erika, Vanessa's niece 







Ronald K. Smith II 
This opera was premiered in 1957 and received a Pulitzer Prize. Based 
ma short story by Isak Dinesen, the action takes place at Vanessa's 
country house in a "northern country about 1905." After waiting over 
twenty years for her lover Anatol's return, Vanessa is shocked to see his 
son, the younger Anatol, at her home. Vanessa's niece Erika is seduced 
by Anatol after Vanessa's initial rejection of him. A month passes; 
Vanessa and Anatol announce their engagment. Erika discovering that 
she is pregnant by Anatol, runs out into the snow- covered hills, losing 
the baby, only to be rescued by Anatol. The Old Baroness discovers 
Erika's secret and refuses to speak to Erika - just as she did with 
Vanessa twenty years ago. The opera ends with Vanessa and Anatol 
departing for Paris. The Old Doctor has arrived to say his goodbyes. 
The Crucible music by Robert Ward 
(b. 1917) 
























Based on Arthur Miller's play of the same name, Robert Ward received 
a Pulitzer Prize for his operatic version in 1962. The setting is the 
infamous Salem witch hunt. Rev. Parris is at home with his catatonic 
' aughter, Betty, who reached this frightening state after she was 
~aught dancing in the woods with her cousin Abigail, other Salem girls, 
and the slave Tituba. Later the Putnams and the Nurses visit him to 
discuss what is going oo in the town. With the addition of Corey and 
Proctor, this discussion turns to argument. Rev. Hale arrives from 
Boston to discover whether the devil is at work in Salem as Abigail 




music and libretto by Marc Blitzstein 
(1905-1964) 
Birdie Hubbard, Oscar's wife 
Oscar Hubbard, Regina's brother 
Leo Hubbard, their son 
Regina Giddens, sister to Oscar & Ben 
Alexandra Giddens, her daughter 
Benjamin Hubbard, Regina's brother 
Mr. Marshall, a Chicago businessman 
Addie, a servant 
Cal, a servant 
Lisa Kisselstein 
Gerard Gombatto 







One of the quintessential American works, this piece was neglected 
after its premiere in 1949. Regina has recently enjoyed a revival with 
productions here in New York and as far away as Scottish National 
Opera. Based m "THE LITTLE FOXES" by Lillian Hellman, the 
action takes place in the spring of 1900 at Regina's house in Bowden, 
Alabama. The Hubbard brothers and their sister are on their bes 
behavior to clinch a deal with a Chicago businessman. When h 
leaves, they show their true colors. 
The Consul 
Act I, Scene II 
The Secretary 
Mr. Kofner 











Ronald K. Smith II 
Kathleen O'Connor 
Meredith Ellis 
The members of 
Opera Workshop 
After premiering in 1950, The Consul ran on Broadway for eight month 
and subsequently received a Pulitzer Prize. It is a reflection on the Cold 
War mind-set: the need for people to fight for freedom against an 
oppressive government, and the story of one woman's struggle to save 
her family's lives that in the end is utterly useless against the 
bureaucracy of the Consul. 
Opera Workshop Scenes Program presented as 
Final Assessment for the Spring Semester. 
Ford Hall Auditorium 
Saturday, April 24, 1999 
8:15 p.m. 
